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THE
Maine Boat Law
AND
Safety Suggestions 
For Boaters
MAINE DEPARTMENT OF 
INLAND FISHERIES AND GAME
AUGUSTA, MAINE
THE MAINE BOAT LAW
Chapter 36-A
E F FE C T IV E  JANUARY 1, 1963 
Operation of Boats
Section 1. Declaration of policy. It is the p o l icy  
o f  this State to p rom ote  sa fe ty  f o r  p ersons  and 
p rop er ty  in and con n ected  w ith  the use, op era tion  
and equ ipm ent  o f  v esse ls  and to p rom ote  u n i ­
f o r m ity  o f  law s  re la t in g  thereto.
Sec. 2. Definitions. A s used in this chapter,  unless 
the con tex t  c lea r ly  requ ires  a dif ferent  m ea n in g :
“ C o m m iss ion er ” m eans the C om m iss ion er  o f  I n ­
land F isher ies  and Game.
“ M oto r b o a t ”  m eans an y  vesse l  p ropelled  by  m a ­
chinery , w h eth er  or  not such m ach in ery  is the 
principal  source  o f  propuls ion , and w h eth er  or  not  
such m ach in ery  is p erm an ent ly  or  te m p o r a r i ly  a t ­
tached  to such vessel, but  shall not  inc lude  a vesse l  
w h ich  has a valid  m arine d ocu m en t  issued by the 
B ureau  o f  C ustom s o f  the United States G o v e r n ­
m ent or  any  federa l  a g e n c y  su ccessor  thereto .
“O perate ”  m eans to n a v ig a te  or  o th erw ise  use a 
m o to r b o a t  or  a vessel.
“ O w n er”  m eans  a person, o ther  than a l ien 
holder, h a v in g  the p rop er ty  in or  title to a m o to r -  
boat.  The term includes a person  entit led  to the 
use o r  possess ion  o f  a m o to r b o a t  su b jec t  to an in ­
terest  in an oth er  person, reserved  or  crea ted  b y  
ag r e e m e n t  and secu r in g  p aym en t  or  p er fo rm a n ce  
o f  an ob l igat ion ,  but the term  ex c lu d es  a lessee 
under a lease not  intended as security.
“ P e rs o n ” m eans an individual, partnership , firm, 
corp ora t ion ,  a sso c ia t ion  or  o ther  entity.
“ V e s s e l ” m eans every  descr ip tion  o f  w a tercra f t ,  
o ther  than a seaplane on the w ater ,  used or  capable  
o f  b e in g  used as a m eans o f  t ra n sp or ta t ion  on 
water.
" W a t e r s  o f  this State” m eans an y  inland body  
o f  w ater ,  w h o l ly  or  p artly  w ith in  the terr i tor ia l  
l im its  o f  this State, and all  r ivers  and stream s 
ab ove  t idewater .
Sec. 3. Operation of unnumbered motorboats pro­
hibited. E v e ry  m o to r b o a t  on the w aters  o f  this 
State p ropelled  by m ach inery  o f  m ore  than 10 
h orsep ow er ,  w h eth er  or  not  such m a ch in ery  is the 
principal  source  o f  propuls ion , shall be numbered. 
No person shall opera te  or  g iv e  p erm iss ion  f o r  the 
op era t ion  o f  an y  m otorb oa t  on such w a ters  unless 
the m o to r b o a t  is num bered  in a cco rd a n ce  w ith  this 
chapter,  or  in a cco rd a n ce  w ith  app l icab le  fed era l  
law, or  in a cco rd a n ce  w ith  a n u m b er in g  system  
o f  the state o f  w h ich  he is a resident, and  unless 
the cert if icate  o f  n u m b er  aw a rd ed  to such m o to r -  
boa t  is in fu l l  fo r c e  and effect , and the id en t i fy in g  
nu m ber  set fo r th  in the cert ificate  o f  nu m b er  is
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d isp la yed  on each side o f  the b o w  o f  such  m o to r -
boat.
See. 4. Identification Number.
I. Application; certificate of number. The ow n er  
o f  each m o to r b o a t  requiring- n u m b e r in g  b y  this 
State shall file an ap p l ica t ion  fo r  n u m b er  w ith  
the c o m m iss ion er  on fo r m s  a p p rov ed  by him. 
The  ap p l ica t ion  shall be s igned  by  the ow n e r  o f  
the m o to r b o a t  and shall be a ccom p a n ied  by  a fee  
o f  $5. Upon rece ip t  o f  the a p p l ica t ion  in a p ­
p rov ed  form , the com m iss ion er  shall enter  the 
sam e upon the record s  o f  the office and issue to 
the ap p l ican t  a cert if icate  o f  number, s ta t in g  the 
nu m b er  ass ign ed  to the m o to r b o a t  and the name 
and address  o f  the ow ner.  The  o w n e r  shall  paint 
on or  attach  to each side o f  the b o w  o f  the 
boat  the identif ication nu m b er  ass ign ed  in order  
that  it m ay  be c lea r ly  v is ib le .  T he  n u m b er  shall 
be not  less than 3 inches  in he ight.  The  n u m b er  
shall  be m ainta ined  in a leg ib le  condit ion . The 
cert i f icate  o f  nu m ber  shall  be p o c k e t  size and 
shall  be av a ilab le  at all t im es f o r  inspection  on 
the m o to r b o a t  fo r  w h ich  issued, w h en ev er  such 
m o to r b o a t  is in op era t ion ;
II. The o w n er  o f  any  m o to r b o a t  a lread y  cov ered  
by a nu m ber  in fu l l  fo r c e  and effect  w h ic h  has 
been aw a rd ed  to  it pursuant  to fed era l  law  or  a 
n u m b er in g  system  o f  the state  o f  w h ich  he is a 
resident,  shall  record  the nu m ber  p r ior  to o p e r a t ­
ing  the m o to r b o a t  on the w aters  o f  this State 
in excess  o f  the 90 days r e c ip ro c ity  p er iod  p r o ­
vided  fo r  in sect ion  6, su bsection  I. Such r e c o r d a ­
t ion shall be in the m anner  and pursuant  to the 
proced ure  required  fo r  the a w a rd  o f  a num ber  
under  su bsection  I, e x cep t  that no additiona l  
subst itu te  nu m ber  shall be issued;
III. Should  the ow n ersh ip  o f  a m o to r b o a t  
change ,  a n ew  ap p l ica t ion  fo r m  w ith  fee  shall 
be filed w ith  the C om m iss ion er  o f  In land  F i s h ­
eries and Gam e and a new  cert i f icate  o f  num ber  
shall be aw a rd ed  in the sam e m ann er  as p r o ­
vided  fo r  in an o r ig in a l  a w a rd  o f  nu m ber ;
IV. Ownership transferred or use of vessel dis­
continued. W h o e v e r  t ra n s fe rs  the o w n ersh ip  or  
d iscon tin ues  the use o f  a num bered  m o to r b o a t  or  
v esse l  and applies  to the com m iss ion er  fo r  n u m ­
b er in g  o f  an oth er  m o to r b o a t  or  vesse l  w ith in  the 
license period shall be entit led  to a cert i f icate  o f  
number, upon p aym en t  o f  a t ra n s fe r  fee  o f  $1. 
The cert ificate  issued f o r  the n u m b er in g  o f  the 
f o r m e r  m o to r b o a t  or  vesse l  shall be returned  to 
the said com m iss ion er ,  s h o w in g  that  the o w n e r ­
ship o f  such m o to r b o a t  or  v esse l  has been  t ra n s ­
ferred  or  its use d iscon tin ued  and that the c e r ­
tificate has been cancelled . I f  an y  cert i f icate  o f  
nu m ber  is lost, m utila ted  or  i l legible ,  the ow n e r  
o f  a boa t  m ay  obta in  a d up lica te  upon  a p p l i c a ­
tion and f o r  a fee  o f  $1;
IV -A . The C om m iss ion er  o f  Inland  F isher ies  and 
G am e m ay  aw a rd  an y  cert i f icate  o f  n u m b er  d i ­
rect ly  or  m ay  authorize  ag en ts  f o r  the a w a r d in g  
thereof .  In said event, a g en ts  m ay  be ass ign ed  
a b lo c k  o f  nu m bers  and cert i f icates  t h ere fo r  
w h ich  upon award , in c o n fo r m ity  w ith  this c h a p ­
ter  and w ith  any  rules and r e g u la t ion s  o f  the 
C om m iss ion er  o f  Inland  F ish er ies  and Game, shall
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be valid  as i f  a w a rd ed  d irec t ly  by  the C o m m is ­
s ion er  o f  Inland  F isher ies  and Game. Such a g en t  
shall  reta in  25c f r o m  the fee  p rov id ed  in this 
sect ion ;
V. A l l  r ecord s  o f  the C om m iss ion er  o f  Inland  
F ish er ies  and Gam e m ade or  kept  p ursuant  to 
this sect ion  shall be public  record s ;
V I. E v e ry  cert if icate  o f  n u m b er  aw a rd ed  under 
this chap ter  shall  cont inue  in fu l l  fo r c e  and e f ­
fe c t  f o r  a period  o f  3 years  unless soon er  t e r ­
m inated  or  d iscontinued  in ac c o rd a n ce  w ith  this 
chapter.  C ertificates  o f  num ber  m ay  be ren ew ed  
b y  the ow n e r  in the sam e m ann er  p rov id ed  fo r  
in the initial  s e cu r in g  o f  the sam e;
V II. E v e r y  cert i f icate  o f  nu m ber  p rev iou s ly  i s ­
sued shall exp ire  on m idn igh t  o f  D ec em b er  31, 
1962, and th erea fter  on D e c e m b e r  31st o f  the 3rd 
year  o f  the 3 -yea r  p er iod  f o r  w h ic h  it w a s  issued;
V III. The  o w n e r  shall fu rn ish  the C om m iss ion er  
o f  Inland  F isher ies  and Gam e not ice  o f  the t ra n s ­
fe r  o f  all  or  an y  part  o f  his interest  o ther  than 
the c rea t ion  o f  a secu r ity  interest  in a m o to r b o a t  
nu m b ered  in this State pursuant  to su bsec t ion s  I 
and II or  o f  the d estru ct ion  or  a b an d on m en t  o f  
such m otorboat ,  w ith in  10 d ays  th ereo f ;  such 
transfer ,  d estru ct ion  or  a b an d on m en t  shall t e rm i ­
nate the cert i f icate  o f  nu m ber  f o r  such m o to r b o a t  
except ,  that  in the case  o f  a t ra n s fe r  o f  a part  in ­
terest  w h ich  does  not a f fect  the o w n e r ’ s r igh t  to 
op era te  such m otorboat ,  such tra n s fe r  shall  not  
term inate  the cert if icate  o f  nu m ber ;
IX .  No nu m ber  o ther  than the n u m b er  aw a rd ed  
to a m o to r b o a t  or  g ranted  r e c ip ro c ity  p ursuant  
to this chap ter  shall be painted, a t ta ch ed  or  
o th erw ise  d isp layed  on either side o f  the b o w  o f  
such m otorboat ,  ex cept  that  n o th in g  in this s e c ­
t ion  shall be deem ed  to a f fec t  the d isp lay  o f  such 
num bers  as m ay  be required  under  chap ter  37, 
sect ion  66 and ch ap ter  49, sect ion  9;
X . E v e ry  m a n u fa c tu r e r  or  dealer  in n ew  or  
used m otor b oa ts  r equ ir in g  n u m b er in g  by  the 
State  may, instead  o f  an ap p l ica t ion  fo r  n u m b e r ­
ing  each m o to r b o a t  ow n ed  by him, m ake  a p p l ic a ­
tion upon  a b lank  prov ided  by  the C om m iss ion er  
o f  Inland F isher ies  and Gam e fo r  a g enera l  d is ­
t in g u ish in g  number, c o lo r  or  m ark. I f  the C o m ­
m iss ioner  o f  Inland  F ish er ies  and Gam e is s a t is ­
fied that  the app lican t  m aintains a p erm an ent  
p lace  o f  business  in the State w h ere  said a p p l i ­
cant  is e n g a ged  in the business  o f  m a n u fa c t u r ­
ing-, b u y in g  or  se l l in g  o f  m otorboats ,  he shall 
issue to the ap p l ican t  a cert if icate  o f  num ber. 
Such cert i f icate  o f  n u m b er  shall con ta in  the 
name, p lace  o f  residence  and business  o f  the 
app lican t  and the g enera l  d is t in g u ish in g  n u m ­
ber,  c o lo r  o r  m ark  ass ign ed  to him and m ade in 
such fo rm  as the C om m iss ion er  o f  Inland  F i s h ­
eries and G am e m ay  determ ine, and all m o to r -  
boa ts  ow n ed  by  such ap p l ican t  shall  be regarded  
as num bered  under  such gen era l  d is t in g u ish in g  
number, co lo r  or  m ark  until sold or  exchan ged .  
T o  be e l ig ib le  f o r  the ren ew a l  o f  such m o to r b o a t  
dea ler  identif ication plates, the ap p l ican t  m ust  
m aintain  in the State o f  Maine a p erm an ent  p lace  
o f  bu s iness  w h ere  said ap p l ican t  is e n g a g e d  in
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the bu siness  o f  m a n u fa c tu r in g ,  b u y in g  or  se l l ing  
m otorb oa ts .  T he  fee  f o r  e v ery  such cert ificate  
o f  nu m ber  shall  be $2.
See. 5. Lights. E v e ry  m o to r b o a t  and vesse l  shall 
have  aboard, w h en  in op era t ion  d u r in g  hou rs  o f  
darkness ,  a l ig h t  sufficient to m ak e  the m o to r b o a t ’ s 
presence  and lo ca t ion  k n o w n  to an y  and all other  
v esse ls  w ith in  a reason able  distance.
See. 6. Exemption from numbering provisions. A
m o to r b o a t  shall not  be requ ired  to be num bered  
un der  this ch ap ter  i f  it is:
I. A lr ea d y  cov ered  b y  a n u m b er  in fu l l  fo r ce  
and effect  w h ic h  has been  a w a rd ed  to it  pursuant  
to fed era l  la w  or a n u m b er in g  system  o f  an oth er  
state  o f  w h ich  the ow n e r  is a res iden t;  prov ided  
such boat  shall  not  have been w ith in  this State 
f o r  a p er iod  in excess  o f  90 c o n secu t iv e  days;
II. A  m o to r b o a t  f r o m  a c o u n tr y  o ther  than the 
U nited  States tem p or a r i ly  u s in g  the w aters  o f  
this State;
III. A  m o to r b o a t  w h ose  o w n e r  is the United 
States  or  this State;
IV . A  sh ip ’s l i feb oa t ;
V. A  m o to r b o a t  b e lo n g in g  to a  c lass  o f  boats  
w h ich  has been exem p ted  fr o m  n u m b er in g  by  the 
C om m iss ion er  o f  In land  F isher ies  and Gam e a fter  
he has fou nd  that  the n u m b er in g  o f  m oto r b o a ts  
o f  such class  w il l  not  m a ter ia l ly  aid in their 
ident if ication ;
VI. A lr e a d y  under  the ju r isd ic t ion  o f  the P ublic  
Util it ies  C om m ission .
Sec. 7. Motorboats for hire. T he o w n e r  o f  ev ery  
m o to r b o a t  m aintained  f o r  hire upon an y  inland 
b od y  o f  w a te r  to w h ich  the publ ic  has access,  in ­
c lu d in g  all v esse ls  p ropelled  b y  ou tboa rd  m o to r  but 
e x c lu d in g  vesse ls  un der  the ju r isd ic t ion  o f  the 
P u b l i c  Utilit ies C om m iss ion  as set fo r th  in chapter  
49, be fo re  ren t in g  o r  o f fe r in g  f o r  hire such vessel, 
shall  ap p ly  to and obta in  fr o m  the c om m iss ion er  
a cert i f icate  au th or iz in g  its use f o r  such purpose. 
T he  o w n e rs  o f  al l m oto r b o a ts  required  to be r e g is ­
tered under this sect ion  shall fu rth er  c o m p ly  w ith  
a l l  the p rov is ion s  conta ined  in sect ion s  3 and 4, 
r eg ard less  o f  the fa c t  that  the vesse l  in question  
is prop e l led  by m a ch in ery  o f  less than 10 h o r se ­
pow er .
E v e ry  o p era to r  o f  a m o to r b o a t  p ropelled  by  o u t ­
board  m o to r  and c a r r y in g  p assen g ers  f o r  hire shall 
be ex am in ed  by  the com m iss ion er ,  th rou g h  the 
w ard en  serv ice  as to his qualifications, and if 
satisfied therewith , the co m m iss io n e r  shall g rant  
him a license fo r  such operation , w h ic h  license  shall 
ex p ire  on the last day  o f  the ca lend ar  year  in 
w h ic h  it is issued unless  soon er  rev ok ed  by  the 
com m iss io n e r  f o r  intem perance , in com p eten cy  or 
w i l l fu l  v io la t ion  o f  duty. The  co m m iss io n e r  m ay 
g r a n t  a ren ew a l  o f  such license  upon  w r it ten  a p ­
p lica tion  and w ith ou t  fu rth er  exam inat ion .  Said 
l icense shall be in the possess ion  o f  the op era tor  
a t  all t imes w h en  he is c a r ry in g  p assen g ers  fo r  
hire in such m otorboat .
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I. No p erson  shall op era te  a n y  m o to r b o a t  or 
vessel  o r  m anipula te  an y  w a t e r  skis, su rfboard  
or  s im ilar  d evice  in a  reck less  o r  n eg l ig en t  m a n ­
ner so as to end an g er  the li fe , l im b or  p rop er ty  
o f  an y  person ;
II. No person  shall operate  a m o to r b o a t  or  v e s ­
sel or  m anipula te  any  w ater  skis, su r fboard  or  
s im ilar  d evice  w h ile  in tox ica ted  or  under the 
influence o f  an y  n a rco t ic  drug, barb itu ra te  or 
m ar i ju a n a ;
III. No person  shall  operate  a m o to r b o a t  or  v e s ­
sel in a c i rcu la r  course  around  an o th er  m otor -  
b oa t  or vesse l  an y  o ccu p a n t  o f  w h ic h  is en g a ged  
in Ashing or  an y  person w h o  is en g a g ed  in s w im ­
m ing, w a te r  skiing, su r fb oa r d in g  or  s im ilar  a c ­
t iv i ty ;
IV. No person  shall opera te  a  m o to r b o a t  or  v e s ­
sel so as  to ap p roa ch  or  pass w ith in  200 fee t  o f  
the shore l ine  o f  an y  lake  or  channel  th er eo f  at 
a p lace  o r  po int  w h ere  such lake  o r  channel  is 
500 feet  or  m ore  in width, except  at a m inim um  
speed and fo r  the p urpose  o f  t ro l l in g  or  f o r  the 
purpose  o f  a p p roa ch in g  or  lea v in g  a dock , pier  
or  w h a r f  or  the shore o f  such lake  or  channel.
Sec. 0. Age restriction for operators. No person 
under  12 y ea rs  o f  age  shall op era te  a m o to r b o a t  or  
vesse l  propelled  by m ach inery  o f  m ore  than 10 
h o r se p o w e r  unless under the im m ediate  superv is ion  
o f  a person  in such m o to r b o a t  or  vesse l  w h o  is at 
least  16 years  o f  age.
Sec. lO. Collisions, accidents and casualties.
I. It shall be the duty  o f  the o p era to r  o f  a 
vessel inv o lv ed  in a coll ision , a cc iden t  or  other 
casualty ,  so fa r  as he can do so w ith ou t  ser ious 
d a n g er  to his vessel, c re w  and passengers ,  i f  any, 
to render  to o ther  persons  af fected  by the c o l ­
lision, a cc iden t  or  o ther  casu a lty  such ass istance  
as m ay  be p ra ct icab le  and as m ay  be necessary  
in order  to save them from  or  m inim ize an y  d a n ­
g er  caused  by  the coll ision , a cc iden t  or  other 
casu a lty  and also  to g ive  his name, address  and 
identif ication o f  his vesse l  in w r i t in g  to any  p e r ­
son in jured  and to the ow n er  o f  any  p rop erty  
dam aged  in the coll ision , a cc iden t  or  other 
casu alty ;
II. Reports. In the case o f  co ll ision , acc ident  
or  o ther  casu a lty  in v o lv in g  a vessel  num bered  
under  this chapter, the op era to r  thereof,  i f  the 
co ll is ion , a cc iden t  or  o ther  casu a lty  resu lts  in 
death or  in ju ry  to a person  or d a m a g e  to p rop er ty  
in excess  o f  $100, shall file w ith  the c om m iss ion er  
a fu l l  d escr ip tion  o f  the coll is ion , a cc iden t  or 
o ther  casualty ,  inc lud ing  such in fo rm at ion  as the 
com m iss ion er  may, by  regulat ion ,  require. Such 
report  shall not be re ferred  to in any  way, and 
shall  not be ev idence in an y  ju d ic ia l  proceed ing .
Sec. 11. Local regulation prohibited. T he  p r o ­
v is ions  o f  this chap ter  and o f  other  ap p licab le  laws 
o f  this State shall  g o v e rn  the use, operation, 
equipm ent, n u m b er in g  and all  o ther  m atters  r e ­
la t in g  thereto  w h en ev er  an y  vesse l  shall use the
Sec. 8. O p eration  o f  b oa ts .
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w aters  o f  this State, and no su bd iv is ion  o f  this 
State  shall r eg u la te  o r  o th erw ise  leg is la te  f o r  any  
o f  the su b jects  dealt  w ith  in this chapter.
See. 12. Enforcement. E v e r y  la w  e n fo rc em en t  o f ­
ficer in this State shall have  the au th or i ty  to  e n ­
fo r c e  the prov is ion s  o f  this chap ter  and in the 
exerc ise  th ereo f  shall have  the au th or i ty  to stop  
and board an y  m otorb oa t  or  vesse l  su b jec t  to  said 
prov is ions.
See. 13. Disposition of fees. A ll  fees  co l le c ted  by  
the C om m iss ion er  o f  Inland  F ish er ies  and Gam e 
under this chapter, upon rece ip t  th e r e o f  by  him, 
shall  be fo rw a rd ed  daily  to the T rea su rer  o f  State, 
and shall be cred ited  to the  fu n d s  o f  the D e p a r t ­
m ent  o f  Inland  F isher ies  and  Game.
See. 14. Penalties. A n y  person  w h o  v io la tes  an y  
p rov is ion  o f  this chapter  shall  be g u i l ty  o f  a m is ­
d em ea n or  and shall be punished  by  a fine o f  not 
m ore  than $50 fo r  each such v io la t ion .  A ll  fines, 
penalt ies  or  officers ’ c o s ts  shall accru e  to the 
T rea su rer  o f  State, in ac c o rd a n ce  w ith  ch ap ter  37, 
sect ion  129.
Sec. 13. Kales and regulations. The C om m iss ion er  
o f  Inland F isheries  and Gam e m ay  m ake  r ea son ­
able rules and reg u la t ion s  necessa ry  fo r  the p rop er  
ad m in istra tion  o f  this chapter.  He shall publish  
in pam phlet  fo rm  and d istr ibute  free  o f  c h a rg e  the 
prov is ion s  o f  this chapter  t o g e th e r  w ith  such rules 
and regu la t ions  and also  a list o f  such r e co m m e n d a ­
t ions  p erta in ing  to sa fe ty  equ ipm ent  and w a ter  
traffic rules as he shall deem advisable .  T he c o m ­
m iss ioner  m ay  establish  sa fe ty  zones f o r  the p u r ­
pose o f  l im it ing  use and boat  speeds and m ake 
reason able  rules and r e g u la t ion s  necessa ry  f o r  the 
prop er  adm in istra tion  o f  this chapter.
The Maine Boat Law is designed to pro­
mote safety amongst boat owners and 
users. As a licensed boat owner, it’s your 
responsibility to know and practice ac­
cepted safety procedures and techniques 
on the waters of this state. By doing so, 
you will add many hours of enjoyment and 
relaxation to your sport as well as that of 
others.
Courtesy and common sense are the
basic factors of safety. Personal neg­
ligence is perhaps the biggest cause of 
water accidents, for it’s the careless and 
non-thinking boater who causes the ma­
jority of accidents.
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SAFETY
CHECK
LIST
1 . Approved life-saving device for each person. 8. Horn or whistle.
2. Proper lighting (light not required if boat is 9. Tool kit.
not operated after dark). 10. Anchor
3. Bailing bucket. 11. Line
4. Boat hook. 12. Gasoline cans (spare)
5. Fire extinguisher. 13. First-aid kit
6. Paddle or oars. 14. Flashlight
7. Fenders. 15. Bilge pump
So that YOU will be a better and safer 
boater, the following safety suggestions 
are offered. Practice them constantly!
1. Don’t overload your boat. Keep adequate 
freeboard at all times.
2. Keep an alert lookout! Watch for other 
boats, swimmers, and fixed or floating obstruc­
tions.
3. Watch your wake! It might capsize another 
boat or do serious damage to other boats or prop­
erty along the shore.
4. Be especially careful when operating in any 
area where swimmers might be.
5. Keep lifesaving and fire fighting equipment 
in good condition and available at all times. The 
first few seconds are usually the most important.
6. For their safety and your peace of mind, have 
children wear life preservers.
7. If you capsize, stay with your boat! You 
are more easily located by searchers. Attempts 
to swim ashore are too often unsuccessful.
8. Consider what action you would take under 
various emergency conditions like fire, fog, motor 
breakdown, bad storm, person overboard, or a 
bad leak.
9. Always instruct another person in the rudi­
ments of handling your boat in case you are dis­
abled.
10. Water skiing is a great sport — but only 
when you are well clear of other boats, bathers, 
or obstructions. There should be two people in 
the boat to maintain proper lookout.
11. Do not sit on or compress kapok-filled life 
preservers.
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12. Watch your footing! Falls are the greatest 
cause of injury ashore and afloat.
13. Observe the Rules of the Road.
14. In case of heavy winds or choppy water, 
stay low in your boat.
15. Remain seated as much as possible. Stand­
ing up is dangerous. If you must change seats, 
keep low and move as smoothly as possible. Do 
all your fishing while sitting in the boat.
16. Learn to read weather signs. Storms and 
high winds on lakes are often violent.
17. In wind and waves, reduce your speed and 
“quarter” into the waves or the wake of another 
boat.
18. Make sure your lights are in working order.
19. Don’t mix alcohol and boating. Poor co­
ordination while handling a boat can be dis­
astrous.
20. Have a good anchor and line.
21. Know your boat and its limitations. Do 
not overpower it.
22. Take a course in small boat handling from 
the Red Cross or the Coast Guard Auxiliary.
23. Above all — slow down when you are near 
shore, other boaters, dangerous areas, or swim­
mers.
24. Make sure you have your certificate of regis­
tration on your boat at all times while under op­
eration.
25. Read the Maine Boat Law and become 
familiar with its provisions.
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RULES OF THE ROAD
By observing these traffic rules when operating 
your boat, you can help eliminate collisions and 
accidents.
Motorboats should give the right of way to 
sailboats, rowboats and canoes; steer clear of 
them.
When two boats approach head on, each should 
turn to the right until clear of each other.
When two boats approach each other obliquely 
or at right angles, the boat on the right has the 
right of way.
A boat may pass another boat on either side 
if it can be done safely and with good clearance 
ahead, but the boat being overtaken has the right 
of way.
Be alert for aircraft. Stay clear of taxiing 
seaplanes and do not interfere with takeoff or 
landing planes.
While passing under bridges, culverts or in 
anchorages, travel at the least speed possible.
When travelling on rivers, channels, thorough­
fares, keep to the right.
A boat leaving a dock, or pier, wharf or shore 
has the right of way over boats approaching the 
same.
Watch the “ road” . Be alert for submerged 
rocks, logs, snags.
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